TURNTABLE TEST |

Decked to
Impress

Add three inches to a 9in tonearm and
you gain big improvements not just

in angular error but distortion. The
trade off? An arm too heavy or not stiff
enough. Until now. Ken Kessler has the
exclusive on the SME solution...
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TRADE-OFF
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SME 20/12 & 3125 » £11,133
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THE 20/12 ABOYE: Mew arm features smaller excursion of the counterweight, higher contact
Which begged the question that loading of the bearings, plus a greater range of mavement when sdjusting VTA
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Ray Charles & Clea
Laine: Porgy & Bess
[Classic/Rhina/Jazz
Planet JP-1831)

Jos Feliciano:
Feliciano! [RCA
LSP-3957)

The Crickets:
Bubblegum, Bop,
Ballads & Boogies
[Philips 4308 149)

Taj Mahal:
Recycling The Blues
& Other Related
Stuff (Pure Plzasure
PPAN31405)

10 ACEOmImn s 5 12imarm

resultedina

ol decaryinn
del deserving

v model designation

?. With the new power

he mix, added lo the
d chasais
onger arm, and a larger platier
2's, SME’s efforts

ctively, a

prodi vhiat is, effe

32 www.hifinews.co.uk « LAY 2004

ts width extended, lts
new praportions can be Likened

to have

to thase of the 20/2's, as 16:9

3720 x £20mm of the 20/2

LISTENING

Hawing duly pr

epared just such a

25 bolls securely to the
tube, so, please, 2L s nol even
re-open the hxed-vs-detachable
debate. | appreciated the ease

sild miove fir
shiquration Orpheus

o Trar
and Blue .l-l."l_‘.-.': MavIng coil
5 | had been using in

047 with Series ¥V arm

differences, 1w ly no

“This arm/turntable combo is the
most graceful-sounding
analogue front-end I've heard’

slight change

L will make

f 2012 and
d the flagship

¢ V¥ somewhat

5 thatl direct

mp

the

no direct Fin

equivalent, and the 30/2 doesn't

gxist in a long whealbase

|

i g8
': B
1 . -
ABOVE: Distortion ermor of the in SME 309 and 312 arms, shown in gresn and red
respectively: the arc a cartridge follows when mounted in a 1Zin arm is closer to the
ideal straight line of the LP cutting head and 5o distartion 15 reduced

edition. So | stopped worrying boon when listening to the
about pecking orders an =l exolic instruments fo
zat back to revel in gualities that Tag Mahals | 05

were fedw 1o i W BArs -"-'.-.: TN '|_'_'|I'|

arms are of the Jurassic varety,
and work well only with massve

rmoving coils of the Ortofon SPU many with an almost biguid

variety, and they re mounted clanty, and they benefited

on aged dler wheal decks, s m

arginally but repaat

n in tracking error the adde
sensation, And |'ve

ed by

50 the Blue Ar

wire affi

Was a nev cartridg

this, mare

than the Transhoguratio

also enjoved short
the Denon 103 lconica
and the monc
bath you
b

Lyra, an

cowld still hear subtle

wefits from the reduction in

JCHING error

ROBUST
Hard [0 SE
e nflis
It s
50 grounded, s
bass acls almaost as much as a

1 for the mid and treble

perlgrmance

CHING errgr, | nohicé
'-||-]!'l!|1- muare focus, cantrol

and speed in the top € ts own musical role

BELOW: Nime-inch arms can be used with
the 20712 by rotating the cut-out



uslt Flint al the
----- s Model :;I_ i cor
vse [hat you |l ne
wide bandwidth system, with
canfined dynarmic contrasls
differe

o appreceale the

SHEER FINESSE
But the most impressive
ispect of the 20012-

rmachine is its sheer |

been listening (o more and

migre acoustic guitar lately so it

was a no-brainer digging out a
rmint ariginal of Jose Feliciana

and Listenr

mous classic

unplugged Latin quitar
I uances found i
31l s SlrUMmImIng, the ar
Tael 1 the performer, the sound
r's 0N strr the thumps
chara
s

word graceful inits dichonary
elegant and

praprialy and
urntable that
i just reproduce

mitian usage

-marked by a

T 5
Thisisal

music, It

les aganst Clea

th their l."Il'||:.' DpROsInG

1exiures ir_..-lu mever confound

vation, and the

V and expressivenes:

arre Through, such i
wkd imagune Lhear

tudio without refer

smitles in the

ring ta th
LF sleave Ii::'...'r aWdy frarm F"l'-]'r'

and Bess is the fuzzy, hard ro< K

of the Guess Wha's ‘American

m IHEIDE TRACK ﬂH...

The oEW pawer suaplles add cleuur
fine-speed adjustment for all models,
plus 78 rpm 2nd magnetic Braking for
the Madel 10. Existing owners of Model
10= can have their power supplies
factory-upgraded, probably through am
exchangs program to be determined,

SME 20/12 & 312S » £11,133

Waorman,
detail-r
extractin g

which was equally
ch, the SME paining

some low-level

nformation that mar
skale over. Percussio
particularly seductve |

I'll admit to

ABOVE: In
true SME style,
sub-chassis motion is
controlled by fluid dampers,
one ineach supporting column

I'-|'.'I'I'|
b

tistracied
by the vacals
for aver .'!'!

yvoars, bul hearing
it wia the SME was
educational

So whither the SME
07 The "30 still has that

\asi ounce of

£9,724.26. This

appeal to users who

eady have decent arms,

“The 20/12 with 312s is, beyond
doubt, one of the three or four
finest turntables on the planet’

gxlra mass, alr

125 will more than suffice
Because il is, beyond doubt,

of the three or four finest
a5 an the planet Bost of

east expensive. 0

5 WoranM-2, ane

shighily darker silence sSuch as a Sene
]

faster attack which can be accommaodated by

th both s the |
exhib de and cavernous

165 The line of the

5 almast identlical, w rotating the armboard for the %in - all

SOUndsica

sound was i th O
/e 1o the speakers, But the
M/ 12 has a slightly Lghter

tawch,

e command Is cne

e I SPECIFICATIONS
yetter than the other? In olher
- the SME 50/1 :,Iu 9195 Design suspended subchassis
fits |'_"--:'||'_f.'.' -;.-'r:nl'-'* SME wanled it Speed range S 334,45, 78
te i i thie line=us Mains voltage selector for .o AC 158 230V £10%

Power consumption
Dimensions ... 520 174 x 375mm [whd)
Tonearm weight 48ginc headshell
Tonearm suitable for Cartridges ..o 6129

DECK ALONE

Although SME prefers
the .:'L."|a' urntable an
arm sold as a package, for

£11,132.63, the

012 can be

HI-FI NEWS VERDICT

Prejudiced as | am toward SME turntables and arms, | can accommodate and justify
this bias with long-term experience af the 3042 - mry reference and the reference of
many other audiophiles for a number of years, The 20112 complaments it perfectly,
and with the 3125 it addresses the matter of tracking errer with breathiaking
canfidence. If bedaviour at the extreme top end and cartridge setting o a maleculas
[evel matier to you above all else, you must audition this termtable. And cace people
et used (o s refreskingty sweet fop end, you caa nticipate a flood of new 13in
tonearms for SME's rivals.
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hut the new supptles. for the Hodels
20/2 and 30/2 are completely different
from the originals. Existing 20/2 and
30/2 ownees can, however, purchase

the new power supplies separately, I
withaut any ‘trade in’ allowance. All
decks now ship with the new supplies.
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